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In 00-0500, item 2, Mr. Klein says " (Because of my vision issues, I hope that the “style” for proposals is for at least 12-point fonts – but others may think that is too large.) "

I produced proposal 00-0504 in two versions, 1 in 10-point Arial and the other in 12-point Arial, and submitted the 12-point version.  I found that with a little finessing, I could keep the proposal to 4 pages with a 12-point font - - no more pages than the 10-point version.  Typically, I would expect a 12-point font to add a page or so to most of our proposals.

I would support a guideline that proposals be produced in an 11-point or 12-point font, and I would go a step further and support a preferred font.  Some fonts are more difficult to read than others, at least for aging eyes like mine.  Times new roman is one of the more difficult fonts.  I don't know why - - perhaps it is spacing, the addition of serifs, or slender vertical lines (or all of those).  I find Arial far more readable.  

The following show differences in type-font and sizes for Arial and Times new roman:

This is Times new roman 10

This is Arial 10

This is Times new roman 11

This is Arial 11

This is Times new roman 12

This is Arial 12

I slightly prefer Arial 11, which I used for most of this document, but I would be willing to accept Arial 12 as a committee preference.

I propose that J4 establish a preference to be honored as a matter of courtesy.  Anyone without the preferred font or anyone who didn't care to honor a preference would be free to use whatever they wanted.  I would expect some people to use a small, difficult-to-read font just to make a point.  But overall, I think most people would be considerate, and some of us would benefit from a larger and easier-to-read font.
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